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All figures above are in comparison to the same quarter of the 
prior fiscal year.

An Eventful Season
The Mayor and Council Economic Development Breakfast 
has become the ‘go to’ annual update for Scottsdale 
economic development. This year’s event was held at 
Venue 8600 with more than 180 guests in attendance to 
learn more about the business activity which has occurred 
in Scottsdale in the past year. Guest speaker Anthony 
Wanger discussed growing the firm from a young startup 
to an international data center company with six locations 
in New Jersey, Ohio, Phoenix, Scottsdale, Singapore and 
London and how Scottsdale’s unique business climate is 
what helped the company become what it is today. 

More than 280 people attended the fourth annual Cure 
Corridor event. The forum and networking event for health 
care professionals and companies featured a keynote 
speech from Dr. Joon Yoon of Palo Alto Investors and rapid-
fire presentations from a host of CEO’s and innovators in 
the health care industry. The event video is available on the 
city’s YouTube channel, as are individual presentations. As 
a result of the events success, proceeds collected by the 
Scottsdale Area Chamber of Commerce from the event in 
the amount of $3,000 were donated to Business United for 
Scottsdale Schools (BUSS). 

The team remained busy on many other fronts. Business 
attraction efforts included attending the 2016 AdvaMed 
Conference in Minneapolis, Minnesota with the Arizona 
BioIndustry Association. This conference is the premiere 
medical device conference in the U.S. garnering 
international acclaim for its programming and partnering 
sessions. Dozens of contacts were made and seven direct 
meetings were held with venture capital firms looking for 
medical device companies to invest in as well as companies 
looking to expand their operations.

Scottsdale economic development in partnership with the 
Scottsdale Area Chamber of Commerce hosted more than 
90 area commercial real estate brokers, site selectors and 
developers at G-Collection in South Scottsdale. This annual 
event allows the city team to share informational updates, 
gain industry information and further develop relationships 
with these professionals in the real estate community.

Economic development staff also partnered with the 
Greater Phoenix Economic Council, attending the National 
Association of Industrial and Office Properties (NAIOP) 
conference Nov. 1 in Los Angeles. Participation provided 
an opportunity to meet with California area commercial 
brokers and highlight Scottsdale’s locational advantages. 
Meetings were also conducted with Los Angeles area 
business executives to discuss potential expansion efforts 
into Scottsdale. 

Awards and Recognitions
On Tuesday Sept. 27 the ScottsdaleeEconomic 
development department received a Silver Excellence in 
Economic Development Award for its 2016 project in the 
category of Special Event from the International Economic 
Development Council (IEDC). The honor was presented at 
an awards ceremony during the IEDC Annual Conference. 
The award was in recognition of the ‘Swipe Right Scottsdale’ 
campaign which was developed to educate brokers, startup 
companies and talented individuals about Scottsdale as an 
amazing place to live, work and do business.

In addition, Danielle Casey was nominated to the Board 
of Directors of the International Economic Development 
Council. As a result of more than a decade of work 
dedicated toward the promotion of economic development 
throughout the state of Arizona, she officially joins this 
prestigious national board representing more than 5,000 
economic development professionals in January 2017.

Small Business Programming
The economic development team assisted seven small 
businesses/entrepreneurs in Q2 with data and research 
regarding opening a business in Scottsdale.
 
Eight companies pitched in front of a packed crowd for the 
Rise of the Rest bus tour with Steve Case. The winner of the 
$100,000 prize was Scottsdale-based NeoLight, an ASU 
startup located in SkySong. NeoLight was subsequently 
recognized at a Scottsdale City Council meeting for this 
achievement. 
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The economic development department produced a five 
week small business training series in partnership with the 
Scottsdale Area Chamber of Commerce and Stealthmode 
Partners this fall resulting in 82 attendees, 10 instructors 
and four direct one-on-one mentoring appointments. 
Four small business participants were recognized Dec. 8 
at the Council Subcommittee on Economic Development 
meeting. Plans for a repeat series starting May 2017 are 
underway.

Business Development Performance Measures

Q2 FY 2016/17- Claimed and Assisted Projects
The companies below identified as ‘claims’ represent new businesses which located in Scottsdale or existing businesses that were retained and expanded with significant 

assistance provided by the City of Scottsdale Economic Development Department and/or additional partners during the location decision making process. Projects denoted as 
‘assists’ represent companies that chose to locate in Scottsdale without material influence from the department, but which have received post-decision assistance and services 

of significant levels worthy of denoting. 

Name Type/Industry Location Sq Ft Jobs: Year 1 Jobs: Year 5 5 Year Direct Revenue

Ingenu ATTRACTION / ICT 8900 E. Bahia 15,000 75 125 $766,815

Katerra ATTRACTION / ICT 7272 E. Indian School Rd. 15,000 180 180 $733,402

TOTAL CLAIMS METRICS 39,218 255 305 $1,500,217

Measure Q2 2016/17 FY to Date FY Goal % of Goal to Date

Number of businesses recruited or retained with City assistance 2 3 15 7%

Number of business retention & expansion visits 27 55 110 50%

Number of special events and programs/attendees* 8/664 10/747 15/900 67% / 83%

Total number of new jobs created or retained* 255 355 1,100 32%

New capital investment into the community $4,100,000 $3,000,000 $63 M 11%

Average wage of jobs created or retained*   $66,900 $65,000 $55,986 N/A

Square footage constructed or absorbed 30,000 69,218 500,000 14%

Total 5-yr direct revenue impact of projects $1,500,217 $3,538,864 $10 M 35%

Total 5-yr economic impact of projects $540,396,834 $1,282,023,451 $1.5 B 85%

Source: City of Scottsdale Economic Development Department internal goals, FY 2016/17 City Budget Book*

Economic development partnered with Weebly on Website 
in a Night Nov. 9 at Weebly’s downtown Scottsdale office. 
More than 80 attendees throughout the valley participated. 
Mayor Lane kicked the night off with opening remarks on 
small business in Scottsdale. This is the second event 
hosted at Weebly and based on feedback may occur with 
greater frequency in the future. 

Business Retention & Expansion
Economic Development has continued in its efforts to 
relocate employees affected by regional company closures. 
In addition to assisting Theranos and Henkel where early 
reports indicate that dozens of employees have been placed, 
staff has met with additional firms who have long term plans 
to draw down their Arizona operations. In both cases the 
drawdowns involved corporate restructuring and are not 
related to Scottsdale economic conditions.
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TEXT “CHOOSESCOTTSDALE” TO 22828 TO SIGN
UP FOR OUR TWICE MONTHLY E-NEWSLETTER.

Social Media

More than 100,000 impressions on Twitter   
and and 31,000 Facebook impressions year 
to date

Unique visitors to department website totaled 
1,726 in Q2 and average duration of visits 
increased from 2:26 to 2:41 seconds

346 YouTube views occurred in Q2 with total 
watch time of 420 minutes

“I chose to start Digital Air 
Strike in Scottsdale because 
it’s a great place to live and 
work.” 

When the company merged 
with a Silicon Valley-based 
company, Alexi was adamant 
that Digital Air Strike remain 
based in Scottsdale as the 
area offers great tech talent 
and a lower cost of doing 
business.

“Several major universities nearby contribute to the dynamic 
and educated workforce that have helped build the company 
to 170 employees serving close to 3,000 clients.”

– Alexi Venneri, Co-Founder & CEO

City of Scottsdale  
Economic Development

3839 N. Drinkwater Blvd. 2nd Floor  
Scottsdale, AZ 85251

P: 480-312-7989
Business@ScottsdaleAZ.gov

ChooseScottsdale.com
@ScottsdaleEcDev

Strategic Marketing
Scottsdale economic development began managing the City 
of Scottsdale LinkedIn profile in August 2016, in an effort to 
increase online visibility with business professionals. As a 
result, the City of Scottsdale has increased engagements with 
its online business community by 2,124% and increased it’s 
reach by 930%.

The new edition of the Scottsdale Relocation Guide was 
published offering prospective talent guidance on Scottsdale’s 
business presence, housing, schooling transportation and 
entertainment. 


