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A new shared office space is seeking to create a culture in Old Town Scottsdale for like-
minded entrepreneurs who are seeking an office space outside of the local coffee shop or 
home office.

DeskHub Inc., north of Scottsdale Fashion Square, is trying to re-create the entrepreneurial 
spirit that CEO and founder Jay Chernikoff has seen in larger cities.

"Arizona doesn't have a culture of entrepreneurs, while other cities have a culture that 
breeds risk-takers," said Chernikoff, who moved from Los Angeles 10 years ago. "We're 
trying to create a culture of entrepreneurs so they can hang out with like-minded people. 
I'm surprised there's no space like this in Scottsdale."

See Also

• Seed Spot picks 11 new startups for latest program
• Co+Hoots starts foundation and plans to open second co-working space
• With a little help, Phoenix's startup community could be as great as London's

Scottsdale-based DeskHub offers a 17-000-square-foot office space on the fourth floor of 
the Portales building with 100 desks and 20 offices of varying sizes for rent. The space used 
to be part of Integrate's office. The cloud-based marketing software and media services 
provider is still across the lobby.

Anyone who needs a flexible office space is invited, but startups and entrepreneurs are the 
target market, Chernikoff said.
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"We're for people who don't fit into a typical office space," said Chernikoff, who has an MBA 
from Arizona State University.

A conference room, walls painted with writable space for ideas and all the other amenities of 
a big office are available, including copier, fax machine, Internet connection, a well-stocked 
break room, training room/event space and two patios.

Rents run from $300 a month for flexible desk space to $2,500 a month for a seven-person 
office. The space has 24/7 access for entrepreneurs who rent a dedicated office or desk. 
One anchor space is available in a corner of the office, with 27 desks and a one-person 
office.

DeskHub also is about making it simple with a one-page member agreement and just month
-to-month contracts, Chernikoff said.

"One page. One price. Making it clean and simple," he added.

As an investor in office buildings and tech companies, Chernikoff knows how difficult it is to 
get office space. He raised money to open DeskHub from local and national investors.

"I hope this is the first of such spaces for DeskHub in the area," said Chernikoff, who is 
opening a second DeskHub in Atlanta in February and a third DeskHub in San Diego in 
March. "I believe there's an opportunity to create community in second-tier markets: cities 
not traditionally known for an entrepreneurial community."

Jonathan Cottrell, CEO of Storybyte, a mobile app that helps people tell stories with their 
photos, has worked in Old Town Scottsdale for several years. He is the co-founder and 
former CEO of User10, a user experience design agency.

Cottrell, who is also chairing Phoenix Startup Week in February, said he's excited about 
DeskHub and plans to rent a desk at the space.

"I think really if you look across the Valley there are a few great spots – like Gangplank in 
the East Valley, Co+Hoots and Seed Spot in Phoenix and Mac6 in Tempe – but there hasn't 
really been anything for the Scottsdale crowd," said Cottrell, a native Phoenician. "The area 
is ripe for a vibrant startup community."

DeskHub's community curator Gabe Gasca, who was last working in digital marketing for 
Tempe's meltmedia, plans to bring community events to the space, including weekly brown 
bag lunch and learns.

"The idea is to offer educational learning, with accountants, attorneys, etc. coming in to 
provide lunch and learns," said Gasca, who moved to the Valley from San Francisco three 
and a half years ago and helped grow the NextSpace shared space.

He envisions creating a "landing spot" in downtown Scottsdale for "lots of young people" 
who are creating innovative businesses.
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DeskHub officially launches Jan. 5, with a grand opening planned Jan. 15. DeskHub will also 
the Scottsdale anchor of Start-up Week.

Drop-in tours will be available at DeskHub at 4900 N. Scottsdale Road. http://deskhub.com/

Hayley Ringle covers technology and startups for the Phoenix Business Journal.
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