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Earlier this week Scottsdale-based SheKnows Media announced the acquisition
of women's blogging community BlogHer. I talked with BlogHer co-founder Lisa 
Stone and SheKnows Media Chief Revenue Officer Samantha Skey after the 
announcement about their post-merger plans.

"It's like the coming together of yin and yang," said Stone, who will assume the 
role of chief community officer at SheKnows Media. "Together we're this 
massive network and we have the opportunity to host leading events."

BlogHer was created in 2005 to answer one question: "Where are the women 
bloggers?" That question led to the first BlogHer conference with over 300 
attendees that year.
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Since then, the company has morphed into a community of 3,000 bloggers and 
more than 17,000 social media followers. The idea is to educate, empower and 
give exposure to that community of female writers. To do that, BlogHer Inc. 
has paid $36 million to 5,700 bloggers and social media influencers since 2009. 
Those bloggers and influencers write about an array of topics including fashion, 
parenting health, politics and entertainment.

BlogHer has raised more than $15 million in funding from Venrock, Peacock 
Equity and NBC Universal, and the company will now benefit from SheKnows 
Media's financial and strategic backing by Great Hill Partners.

Now the company is looking to the next step — becoming part of the larger 
digital publishing company, SheKnows Media. Together the two brands aim to 
be the "leading women's lifestyle media company online."

"Where we coalesce is in the belief that women make amazing content," Skey 
said. "Much of the content has been image-based or video-based and we hope 
to continue to bring those formats together with the great work of our 
influencers in the BlogHer community."
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The companies did not disclose the acquisition price, but AdAge reported it to 
be between $30 million and $40 million. And the executives said that a limited 
number of staff cuts were made "to eliminate role redundancies."

"We do not anticipate having to make further acquisition-related layoffs in the 
future and will continue to focus on growing our business," the executives said 
in a joint email statement.

SheKnows reaches more than 147.4 million social media fans and now operates 
media properties that include SheKnows.com, BlogHer.com, StyleCaster.com, 
DailyMakeover.com, BeautyHigh.com and DrinksMixer.com. SheKnows Media is 
based in Scottsdale, with offices in New York, Los Angeles, Chicago and 
Belmont, California.

Before the end of the year, the company will relocate all New York-based 
SheKnows Media and BlogHer employees to the StyleCaster building to 
consolidate office space and bring all local staff under one roof. SheKnows 
Media acquired StyleCaster, a leading fashion and beauty media company, in 
August 2014. The executives said that BlogHer will continue to have a presence 
in Belmont, Calif., although future plans may include leasing new office space.

"Unrelated to the BlogHer transaction, SheKnows Media is in the process of 
moving its headquarters to a new 20,000-square-foot office near our existing 
Scottsdale location to accommodate a rapidly expanding workforce," the 
executives said in an email. "We also remain committed to supporting our 
teams in Chicago and Los Angeles, as well as employees who work remotely"

Stone said that SheKnows and BlogHer will now co-host the annual BlogHer 
conference in New York in July.

"It will be the single most diverse, exciting event we've ever held," Stone said. 
"The largest [event] of its kind with the union."

The executives also said that they expect increased advertising opportunities 
now that they have a single, larger lifestyle media company.

"We're fielding lots of inquiries from major lifestyle brands who are interested 
in getting in on this opportunity," Skey said."Bringing BlogHer into the fold 
gives our combined company even greater presence in this and other key 
advertising markets."

SheKnows Media and BlogHer will begin a phased integration of their 
respective product offerings, New York-based marketing and sales teams, 
influencer communities and other assets. The executives said this could take 
months to full integrate the two companies so until then, BlogHer and 
SheKnows Media will operate normally.
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BlogHer co-founders Stone, Elisa Camahort Page and Jory Des Jardins will 
assume executive positions on the SheKnows Media leadership team. Stone will 
be the chief community officer, reporting to SheKnows Media's CEO Philippe 
Guelton, Page will become the senior vice president, community content and 
events, reporting to Stone. Jardins will serve as the senior vice president, 
global strategic alliances, reporting to Samantha Skey. In this role, she will be 
responsible for leading strategic alliances with brands, as well as continuing to 
develop SheKnows Media's international markets.
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