
South Scottsdale's Papago Plaza could undergo dramatic 
makeover
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A south Scottsdale shopping center known for its characteristic pueblo-inspired architecture could be undergoing a major makeover that would add more 
retail space and give it a more modern look, as well as boosting efforts to revitalize the McDowell Road corridor.

Papago Plaza shopping center is on the southwestern corner of Scottsdale and McDowell roads, west of SkySong, the Arizona State University 
Scottsdale Innovation Center. It was built in 1959 and named Frontier Town Plaza then renamed Papago Plaza in the 1980s.

The property is owned by Bert Malouf LLC. Lee Mashburn of Pivot Development has submitted a pre-application to Scottsdale's Current Planning 
Department to redevelop the center. The property would be renamed Scottsdale MarketPlace.

Bert Malouf LLC couldn't be reached for comment.

Mashburn said he is under a confidentiality agreement with the seller and is unable to talk about his plans until after the acquisition is finalized.

In his project summary filed with the city, Mashburn said that over the years the property "has seen a decline in market acceptance and now offers an 
excellent opportunity for re-tenanting and redevelopment, which will provide much needed modern services and restaurants for the changing south 
Scottsdale area." The Wells Fargo branch on the immediate corner is not part of the project.

"The project is in an area seeing extensive redevelopment activity as well as major changes in demographic character," he said. "This area is becoming 
younger and more affluent."

The center is not anchored, but there has been interest from various grocers as anchors and mini-anchors who "recognize the redevelopment potential of 
the project and the changing character of the neighborhood," according to the project summary.

Walmart was contacted by The Republic about its potential interest in the project, but the company denied any involvement.

The center houses such tenants as Papago Brewing Co., the British Open Pub, the Flower Cart, Mika's Greek and AAA Custom Tailoring & Formal 
Wear.

Ron Koth, president of Papago Brewing, said he is aware the center is changing hands and the "prospective new owner would like to put in a small 
grocery store along the lines of a Walmart Neighborhood Market or Sprouts type of store in the middle of the plaza."

The intent of the redevelopment is to convert the property to a more contemporary architectural design to allow some integration between it and 
SkySong, according to the project summary. The existing "Southwestern motif," including the iconic sign along Scottsdale Road, will be demolished, and 
the new facade will "convert the project to a modern neighborhood specialty center with restaurants, cafes and needed services."

Numerous redevelopment projects are either ongoing or upcoming along the McDowell corridor, such as the continued build-out of the SkySong campus, 
Mark Taylor's apartment complex just east of SkySong, and Las Aguas apartment complex, to be built at McDowell Road and 68th Street.

Danielle Casey, Scottsdale's economic development director, hasn't yet seen the pre-application, but said "we are excited to see significant interest in 
retail development and redevelopment investment on multiple sites along the McDowell corridor."
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"This is a strong complement to the city's focus on the revitalization of the area along with private investments in the form of luxury apartments and 
additional office space for local employment, which in turn drives new retail demand and sales-tax revenue," she said.

Parts of Papago Plaza facing Scottsdale Road at an angle in the southeastern corner of the site will be demolished and new buildings will be constructed 
to complement planned retail at SkySong. This fall, construction will be underway on a 10,500-square-foot restaurant and retail building at Scottsdale 
Road and SkySong Boulevard on the SkySong campus.

New retail facing Scottsdale Road would be built as part of Scottsdale MarketPlace, and two destination retail and restaurant pads are planned along 
McDowell and Scottsdale roads.

Frontier Town Plaza predated Los Arcos Mall, which opened in 1969. From the late 1960s to the early 1990s, McDowell Road had one of the highest 24-
hour traffic counts of any road in the Valley, making it a prime location for retail activity, according to the city.

As growth and traffic patterns changed, and new malls were built in surrounding communities, the role of Los Arcos Mall as a regional retail center 
diminished. The retail base then shifted to a large number of new-car dealerships along McDowell and Scottsdale roads, commonly referred to as the 
"Motor Mile."

The shift of car dealerships to new autoplexes near the Loop 101 and 202 freeways, coupled with the Great Recession, led to a mass exodus of the 
dealerships. Many of them remain vacant.

Read or Share this story: http://azc.cc/1v2LVi6
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