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GPEC Named one of Top Economic Development Groups of 2013 
 

PHOENIX (May 5) – Cited as one of the Best to Invest Top U.S. Groups of 2013, the Greater Phoenix 

Economic Council (GPEC) has once again made Site Selection magazine’s annual ranking for top U.S. 

Economic Development Groups.  

 

“This recognition is a reflection of our elected and business leaders working together to promote Greater 

Phoenix and Arizona as business friendly,” said Barry Broome, president and CEO of the Greater 

Phoenix Economic Council. “The Arizona Competitiveness Package of 2011 and subsequent economic 

development policies have dramatically shifted our market’s competitive position towards advanced 

manufacturing and other high-tech industries.” 

 

The ranking took into account four objective categories:  new jobs, new jobs per 10,000 residents, new 

investment amount and new investment per 10,000 residents. “This year’s Best to Invest Top Groups in 

the U.S. all demonstrated an ability to reach new markets while reaping significant reinvestments from 

their existing industries,” said Ron Starner, general manager and executive vice president of Conway 

Data Inc. and Site Selection magazine.  

 

The magazine also features a ranking for top North American deals of 2013, highlighting the Apple, Inc. 

locate to Mesa, Ariz. The collaboration included a partnership between GPEC, the Arizona Commerce 

Authority, the city of Mesa, DMB Associates, Maricopa County, and Salt River Project.  

 

Several factors contributed to determining the Top Deals of 2013, including:  level of capital investment, 

degree of high-wage jobs, creativity in negotiations and incentives, regional economic impact, competition 

for the project and speed to market. “Trends among this elite group of projects include a penchant for free 

trade zones and an awareness that sometimes facility reuse is as good as brand new,” said Adam Bruns, 

managing editor of Site Selection.  

 

Broome credits the successful consummation of the project to "years of work on infrastructure, permitting, 
and crafting performance-based incentives." He also cited the ability to offer a "turnkey real estate option" 
as a key factor in sealing the deal. 
 
 

### 

 

About the Greater Phoenix Economic Council (GPEC) 

A true public/private partnership, GPEC is the regional economic development organization for Greater  

Phoenix. Working with its 23 member communities, Maricopa County and more than 170 private investors, 

GPEC attracts quality businesses to this dynamic region. By creating a high-performance economy through 

capital investments and jobs, Greater Phoenix companies enjoy a business climate where they can compete 

and thrive in today's global economy. Since 1989, GPEC has worked to achieve an economically sound and 

sustainable region. For more information, visit www.gpec.org 

http://www.gpec.org/

