
 
 

Scottsdale ranks 6th in best-run U.S. cities 

 

Scottsdale was the only Arizona city to make the best-run list. 
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Scottsdale came in sixth place in an annual ranking of the best-run cities in America, moving up four 

notches from last year. 

For the third year in a row, Scottsdale landed on the list of the top-10 “best-run” cities by 24/7 Wall St., a 

financial news and opinion operation. 

The top-ranked city was Irvine, Calif. 

San Bernardino, Calif., less than an hour’s drive from Irvine, was the worst ranked. 

No other Arizona cities made the list. 

The news agency said it reviewed the 100 largest U.S. cities by population, considering factors such as 

the local economy, crime, job market and welfare of the population. 

Scottsdale was noted for its low violent-crime rate, which was fourth lowest out of the 100 largest cities in 

the country, according to 24/7 Wall St. 

Scottsdale “has some of the wealthiest residents of any large U.S. city,” the report said. A typical 

household in the area, for example, brought in around $72,000 last year, about $20,000 more than the 

median income nationally, the news operation said. 

In Scottsdale, more than 95 percent of adult residents have a high-school diploma, which is 10 

percentage points above the national rate, the report at 247wallst.com said. 

http://www.azcentral.com/community/scottsdale/articles/20130213scottsdale-chosen-best-run-city-second-year.html


The city also carries a perfect AAA credit rating from Moody’s Investor Service, a credit-rating company. 

According to 24/7 Wall St., “the agency lists the city’s wealth and strong fiscal management as reasons 

for its perfect rating.” 

The city has its flaws. Scottsdale was not immune to the housing crisis, and home prices from 2008 to 

2012 fell by almost 25 percent compared to 12.9 percent nationally, 24/7 Wall St. said. 

Still, “Scottsdale’s foreclosure rate was considerably better than those of Phoenix, Tucson and many 

other major cities in the Southwest,” it said. 

In 2013, the news agency placed Scottsdale in 10th place, two notches below its 2012 ranking of eighth 

place. 

Here is how the cities stacked up this year: 

Best run cities 

1. Irvine, Calif. 
2. Fremont, Calif. 
3. Plano, Texas 
4. Lincoln, Neb. 
5. Virginia Beach, Va. 
6. Scottsdale, Ariz. 
7. Seattle, Wash. 
8. Austin, Texas 
9. Chesapeake, Va. 
10. Raleigh, N.C. 

Worst run cities 

1. San Bernardino, Calif. 
2. Detroit, Mich. 
3. Newark, N.J. 
4. Miami, Fla. 
5. Stockton, Calif. 
6. Fresno, Calif. 
7. Cleveland, Ohio 
8. North Las Vegas, Nev. 
9. Hialeah, Fla. 
10. Milwaukee, Wis. 
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